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free of charge at the “15 Khordad” hospital in Tehran. Iran’s “Hilali Ahmar”
society had 5 refugee camps in the Republic of Azerbaijan. Iran has also provided
humanitarian assistance to Nakhchivan, living under blockade as a result of
Armenian aggression.

The Iranian scientific literature and the press contain factual and non-factual articles
about the events in Nagorno-Karabakh. The relations of the Islamic Republic of
Iran with Armenia in the political, economic, cultural and humanitarian spheres

have caused inconvenience in the Azerbaijani society.

Keywords:

Armenia, Azerbaijan Republic, Caucasus, Iran, Nogorno-Karabakh
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Iran’s Position on the Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh
Conflict

Subhan Alakbar Talibli !

All historical documents prove that Nagorno-Karabakh was the territory of
Azerbaijan. The settlement of Armenians in the South Caucasus, including the
Nagorno-Karabakh region, began in the early 19th century in accordance with the
Russian strategic plan. As for the IRI’s official position on the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, Iran opposes changing borders in the region and condemns the aggression
of Armenia and Tehran supports the political settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

Iran has carried out some mediation mission since early 1992 to solve the Nagorno-
Karabakh problem and has begun to work in this direction. In February 1992,
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati visited the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Armenia to study the possibility of creating a mediation environment for the
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, as well as expanding the ties between
the two countries. However, despite all efforts, Iran’s mediation mission failed to
find a solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. First, the Armenian side never
took Iran’s mediation seriously; second, Iran’s growing influence in the Caucasus
could have resulted in the loss of US and Russian positions in the area.

Iran provided humanitarian aid to Azerbaijani refugees who were expelled from
their homes and displaced as a result of Armenian aggression. 138 Azerbaijani

officers and soldiers wounded in the Karabakh conflict in 1992-1994 were treated

1. Institute of Oriental Studies of ANAS,Dr. Assoc., Subhan Alakbar Talibli subhantalibli@gmail.com
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Iran’s Policy in the South Caucasus

Benyamin Poghosyan !

Iran is one of the key geopolitical actors of the Middle East. Despite the current
“diplomatic isolation and maximum economic pressure” campaign launched by
the US President Trump Administration, Iran retains its capabilities of making
serious impact on regional geopolitics. It exerts political and economic influence
in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen and has a vast toolbox of asymmetric methods
of political, economic and military struggle.

The South Caucasus is the integral part of the Iran’s neighborhood and plays
significant role in Tehran’s geostrategic calculations. Definitely, South Caucasus
is not as vital region for Iran as the Middle East, but from Iranian perspective, it is
part of common Iranian civilizational area.

However, given Iran’s current geopolitical and geo-economic difficulties, Tehran
has no resources to increase its influence in the South Caucasus. As for now, the
key priority for Iran is to prevent the use of the South Caucasus as the launch
pad for Anti-Iranian activities and protect the current level of its involvement and
influence.

Keywords:

Armenia, geopolitical actors, Iran, neighborhood, South Caucasus

1. PhD. Chairman, Center for Political and Economic Strategic Studies, Armenia



Abstracts of International Conference on Peace and Security in the South Caucasus 10

Does Russia Have Soft Power in the South Caucasus?

Ghia Nodia !

There exist many conflicting assessments related both to assessing the strength
of Russia’s soft power and to what should qualify as such. One should clarify the
concept first and only after that try to assess how much Russia’s influence in other
countries — in this case, the countries of the South Caucasus — can be linked to its
soft power.

The concept of soft power, in its original rendition by Joseph Nye, is rooted in the
attractiveness of a country’s political and developmental model. This, on the one
hand, enables it to act through persuasion rather than coercion and pressure and, on
the other, prompts its counterparts to emulate its models and seek its support even
if the country doesn’t deliberately try to project its power. In this understanding,
Russia is notable for a systemic deficit of soft power as it can offer little in the way
of political and developmental models. While the path of autocratic development
that it represents may be attractive to some regimes, other countries such as China
that offer much more successful versions of this combination.

Russia tries to compensate for this weakness by active methods such as
disinformation or support for different pro-Russian (or anti-western) groups. Such
activities are sometimes mistakenly described as an expression of “soft power”.
However, there exist genuine instances of Russian soft power in its neighborhood

— like nostalgia for the Soviet past, the legacy of Russian language and culture, or
common religion (in case of Georgia). However, these powers tend to be on the decline.

Keywords:

Georgia, Joseph Nye, Russia, soft power, South Caucasus

1. Director of the International School of Caucasus Studies at the Ilia State University.



Abstracts of International Conference on Peace and Security in the South Caucasus 9

of Iran as the basis for the creation of this complex and also analyzes other actors
of the security complex in terms of linguistic, ethnic, cultural, political, security,
economic and cultural similarities. And the study takes in account these countries’
relationships and their common interests from other dimensions, and goes to prove

the hypothesis of this study based on qualitative research methodology.

Keywords:

regional security complex, South Caucasus, shared interest, identity, shared

threats
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Iran and South Caucasus Security Complex

Amir Hooshang Mirkooshesh '

Mohammad Zandi Ziarani 2

Patterns of friendship and hostility, interdependence, cultural and ethnic
rapprochement and the economy are the main determinants of the regional
security complex formation in this region. Iran and the South Caucasus countries,
including Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia, by having more of these determinants
and economic advantages, have the potentiality to form such a security complex.
The Regional Security Complex is based on the theoretical foundations of the
Copenhagen School, which considers security beyond the traditional power-based
and military-based perspective and has expanded security into five dimensions:
military, political, economic, social, and environmental dimensions. Because
of their relatively common historical, geographical and cultural background
or destiny, Countries of the region are able to form jointly the South Caucasus
security complex. With its geopolitical location and economic, political and
cultural advantages, Iran can be recognized as the core of this complex and provide
the necessary platform for its formation. This study examines Iran’s and the South
Caucasus Security Complex from the aforementioned theoretical framework using
the abovementioned determinants and dimensions, and analyses the possibility of
the formation of Iran and the South Caucasus Security Complex according to Barry
Buzan’s regional security complex theory? To answer this question and to prove

the research hypothesis, this study analyzes the common interests and intentions

1. PhD in international relations and faculty member of Islamic Azad University of Iran, Semnan, Shahrood Branch
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“Armed Conflict between Georgia and Russia” Case Studies of

‘Peace Process in Abkhazian-Ossetian Ethnopolitical Conflict’

Hamed Kazemzadeh '

The post-conflict peacebuilding between two major ethnicities - Abkhazians and
Ossetians - with central authority of Georgia has a long history that dates back to
the beginning of the 20th century. This research tries to address the dynamic of
frozen conflict and an unstable ceasefire in Georgia, from the early 1990s when the
conflicts erupted, till early 2019. The central claim of the research is that despite
the long peace process, at first, mediated and arranged by the United Nations (UN)
and Russia, and then negotiated and mediated since 2008 by the European Union
(EU) and Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), has not
brought about any serious progress towards a peace settlement. Hence, a frozen
hostility and potential conflict zone in the Caucasus still persists.

The main aim of the research is to give a more up-to-date understanding of the
Abkhazian, and South Ossetian conflicts which is called the ethnoterritorial-ethno-
political conflict in Post-Soviet era and to explore how it plays in and influences
the peace process. To explain the relatively stable frozen nature of the conflicts, the
research focuses on the role of the protector state and the EU as the main mediator.
By analyzing the process of peace settlements and particularly the errors made by
international organizations and other external players, this research aims to then
recommend new potential peace approaches to the conflict in this area.
Keywords:

Abkhazia, ethnopolitical conflict, Georgia, Ossetia, Russia
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Eueopean Union Security Position against Terrorism in South
Caucasus; History & Dimensions

Hassan Ghadiri !

Armin Amini 2

South Caucasus area as the security contour of Asia and Europe and as the strategic
aspiration lifeline of Russia Federation has a very special importance for Russia
and other trans-regional players. EU, which follows a competitive-cooperative pol-
icy toward Russia, as an efficient player in international system acts as an impor-

tant figure in South Caucasus.
Although EU role seems less efficient due to presence of Russia and United States

of America, the fact is that EU because of adjacent borders with south Caucasus
countries feels plentiful concern in respect to some categories like terrorism, asym-
metric threats, and religious extremism.

Security distress related to immigrants’ rush and also the entrance of terrorists who
are against Europe ideal norms can be considered as a significant challenge for EU security.
Following some terrorist attacks in EU countries plus Arabian Middle East, south
Caucasus district turns to a potential challenging area for EU safety. Hence, EU’s
security-defensive policies role and quality considering the presence of Russia and
United States of America deserves further study.

The question which is proposed in this paper is that which components form the
EU security position in its declared policy against terrorism in south Caucasus

besides this policy’s history and dimensions.

Keywords:
asymmetric threats, religious extremism, Russia, Territorial Security, terrorism,

strategic balance
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International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Islamic Azad

University of Kara



Abstracts of International Conference on Peace and Security in the South Caucasus 5

rity in the South Caucasus to counter the presence of regional and trans-regional
powers, including the United States and NATO, the monopoly of European energy
and the fight against terrorist groups. It also demonstrated the need for broader se-
curity guarantees for a region that is vital to European and global energy security.
This article deals with the conflicts in the South Caucasus region, Russia’s security

strategy for this important region, and its implications for regional security.

Keywords:
South Caucasus, regional security, Russia, Nagorno,Karabakh, conflict, Regional

power trans, regional powers
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Russia’s Approach and Strategy Towards the Security of the South

Caucasus Region

Aref Bijan !

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Caspian Sea and South Caucasus has
become the focus of considerable international attention, primary because it is one
of the oldest and potentially richest oil and gas producing areas in the world. The
August 2008 Russian invasion of the Georgia and the unilateral recognition of the
independence of Abkhazia and South Ossetia fundamentally changed the situation
in the region. The war has created a new strategic situation. The South Caucasus
is a boiling pot of various faiths, ethnicities, historical memories and political ori-
entations, has traditionally been subject to strong, often overwhelming external
pressures. The South Caucasus continues to be a conflict-ridden part of Russia’s
neighbourhood, the biggest risk of war being a renewed and expanded war between
Armenia and Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh. Of the three regional external
powers —Russia, Turkey and Iran —only Russia has military bases in the South Cau-
casus region and is the only one seemingly ready to act militarily. Russia currently
appears satisfied with the status quo in the South Caucasus. The growing con-
vergence of interests of the three external regional powers on Syria and the Middle
East affects the South Caucasus as well. For all three, the Middle East is more
important in the short run, which means that they are all interested in keeping the
South Caucasus as stable and predictable as possible. The question is, what is Rus-
sia’s approach and strategy towards the security of the South Caucasus? Moscow’s
approach to the South Caucasus in the security sphere also includes using
local conflicts to keep the states concerned in a constant state of Russia-controlled
instability. All this illustrates how Russia operationalizes nsa sphere of interest in

the Caucasus. The region is seen as Russia’s backyard and seeks to maintain secu-

1. PhD student in political science and area studies, Department of Political Science, Saint
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Prospects and Challenges of Russian — Iranian Cooperation in the

South Caucasus

Gevorg Avetikyan '

The current stage of Russian-Iranian relations is to some extent unique, which,
in recent years, has been characterized at times as strategic partnership or even
alliance. The Syrian crisis revealed a number of commonalities in the positions of
Russia and Iran regarding regional problems. In a sense, the situation in the South
Caucasus is also unprecedented. Two years after the Velvet Revolution in Armenia,
it is yet to be seen whether and how drastic changes in Armenia’s internal affairs
will influence its foreign policy. More than a quarter of a century after the collapse
of the Soviet Union, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia have been building their
foreign policy priorities in different directions. This also applies to their relations
with immediate neighbors in the region. In particular, Armenia and Azerbaijan,
which are in a permanent military confrontation, look back at the possibilities of
multilateral cooperation with Iran and Russia, based on the considerations of a ze-
ro-sum game, where any regional cooperation project with more influential neigh-
bors should exclude the involvement of the adversary.The current circumstances to
some extent impede the development of a full-fledged Russian-Iranian dialogue in
the South Caucasus, forcing both Russia and Iran to focus on individual projects in
the areas of security, trade, energy and infrastructure development, often compet-
ing with each other. In this situation, any regional formats of multilateral coopera-
tion exclude the simultaneous participation of Armenia and Azerbaijan. This makes
it necessary to consider the relations between Russia, Iran, and the countries of the
South Caucasus, most often individually as opposed to a more regionalist approach.
Keywords:

Armenia, Azerbaijan Republic, Iran, Russia, South Caucasus.
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nis already have some experience from the past mistakes and they won’t make it
again(as it seems, finally we learn something from our 28 years history of independence).
In additional, there is another factor which interrupts peacebuilding process in the
Caucasus region. All South Caucasian country has different foreign policy. For
instance, Georgia in pro-Western, Armenia still maintains status of a stable partner
of Russia and Azerbaijan declares itself as a non-aligned state.

Until nowadays situation in the Caucasus region is still steadily heavy and there is
no any hope of resolving of conflicts in the nearest future. However, still we, peo-
ple of Caucasia, at least can try to conduct open dialog, use unconventional chan-
nels of public diplomacy and make certain accents on peace instead of war. Geor-
gia’s vision of “security and stability in the Caucasus” is peaceful region without

military conflicts, with more democracy and solid partnership between countries.

Keywords:

Caucasus, Conflict, Georgia, Peace, security
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“Peace and Security in the South Caucasus”
“A Georgia Viewpoint on Security and Stability in the Caucasus, with

Emphasis on Georgia”

Mamuka Areshidze !

The Caucasus region with regards it territorial size cannot be considered as a huge
region, but still it is one of the most important geopolitical point on the Eurasian
continent. The Caucasus is the crossroad of cilivilazion.There convene several cul-
tures, religions and political actors. Among those actors one is Georgia, which is
one of the oldest political center of the region. Since very ancient time Georgia’s
regional interest — “Peaceful Caucasus” remains unchanged, we only change the
ways and instruments in achieving our goal.

Nowadays, a Georgian vision about “stable and secure Caucasus” consists two
main aspects. The first, to reinforce ties and cooperation with the West and the
second, immediate resolve of all regional conflicts which equally inflict damages
to all South Caucasian states. Roughly about last 30 years, the Caucasus region suf-
fers from military conflicts — Georgian-Russian conflict in Abkhazian region and
so called South Ossetia, Nagorno Karabakh Conflict between Armenia and Azer-
baijan. The South Caucasus permanently experiences tremendous pressure from
expected military conflicts. Every time, when somewhere appears minimal posi-
tive tendencies in the resolving conflicts, in that very moment starts another battle
and still everything goes back again. Behind those processes stand certain political
groups and states who don’t wish peaceful and united Caucasus. There is no doubt,
that territorial dispute about Davit Gareji monastery between Georgia and Azer-

baijan is triggered by the third actor. Fortunately, both Georgians and Azerbaija-

1. Mamuka Areshidze Director of Regional (Caucasian) Research and learning center at Georgian
state Technical University
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