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Pa3zButne OtHomennii Upana C CyobekTamu CeBepo-

KaBka3ckoro ®eaepansnoro Oxkpyra B Havaune XXI| Beka
Kproukos 1.B.!

B mocnemnme roampl pa3BuBaloTCs KOHTakThl Mpana c cyObekramm CeBepo-
Kaskasckoro ¢enepanbnoro okpyra. Mpan nposiBisier ocoOblii HHTEpeC K pa3BUTHUIO
koHTakTOB ¢ CeBepHoii Ocerneil — AlaHne Ha OCHOBaHUH OJIM30CTH JIBYX HapOJI0B
K UPAHCKOM sA3BIKOBOM cembe. Bo Biianukaskase nenctyer koHcynbcTBo PU. Tlpu
CeBepo-OceTHHCKOM  rocyaapcTBeHHOM  yHuBepcurere uM. K.Xeryryposa
nerictByer HWMpaHCKkuil KyJabTypHBIM LEeHTp. B Toke Bpems, 3KOHOMHYECKHE,
KyJbTYpHbIE U cHopTUBHbIE KOHTakThl CeBepHoW Ocetun — Ananuu ¢ HMpanom
HaXOJATCsl, HECMOTpPsI Ha BCE JOIOBOPEHHOCTH HAa HU3KOM YPOBHE U CKOpEE HOCAT
CHopaJyecKuil xapakTep. Tema KylIbTypHO-S3bIKOBOM OJM30CTH OCETUH U UPAHLIEB
B pecnyOnuke 6osee pacTHpaXUpoBaHa B CpaBHEHHUH ¢ MpaHoM, I/ie OHa SBJISETCS B
Oosbliel cTenmeHu OOBEKTOM JUIsl JEeATEJbHOCTH HaydHoro cooOmiectBa. He
crocobctByeT pasButuro auanora Mpana u CeepHoit Ocetuu - AnaHUU HE
npusHanue TerepaHom He3aBucumocTu FOxHONW OceTMM M NPUHAAIEKHOCTh K
Pa3HbIM KYJIbTYPHO-PEIUTHO3HBIM KojlaM. OHaKO MOTEHUUAN JJIsl COTPYIHUYECTBA
OTPOMEH U €Tro CIeAyeT peann3oBarh B OyIyIIeM.

Wpanupl, npoxuBarouiye Ha TEPPUTOPUM PECIYOJUKHU, BXOAMIU B COCTaB
AzepOail/pKaHCKOTO  KYJIbTYPHO-TIPOCBETUTEIBCKOTO oOmmecTBa «A3zepu». Ilocie
packoiia cpeau MpeAcTaBUTENel aszepOaiimkaHcKoil oO0muHbl B P®, wupanis
CO3/Ial0T CBOE HAIIMOHAIBHO-KYIBTypHOE 001ecTBO «Enunenue» (B pecrnyOnuku, B
OCHOBHOM BO BrnanukaBkase nposxupaer okojo 80 npaHies.

Wpan sBrisieTcs BTOPbIM BHELIHEAKOHOMUYECKUM mapTHepoM larectana. Mpan
MPOSIBJISIET UHTEPEC K PACHIMPEHHUIO 3KCIOPTHO-UMIIOPTHBIX OMNEPALMI Yepe3 MopT
Maxaukanbl. IlepcieKTUBHBIM HampaBIEHUEM COTPYIHUYECTBA  MOXKET CTaTh
pa3MelIeHre COBMECTHBIX MPEeANpUATHI B JlarecTane ¢ mocieIyroluM BbIX0/I0M UX
MIPOSYKIIMA HA POCCUMCKUN PBIHOK.

B Hpane nabmromaercs uHTEpec K HEPTEra3oBBIM pecypcaM pecrnyOluKH, ee
THIPOIHEPTeTUYECKIM BO3MOKHOCTSIM, COBMECTHOMY IPOU3BOJICTBY U IepepaboTke
KBapIeBbIX W (POPMOBOYHBIX TIECKOB, CTPOHILMEBBIX KOHIEHTpatoB. B 2019 .
JNOCTUIaeTCs COTJIalIeHUWE O CO3JaHMM HWHIYCTpUalIbHOro mnapka B Horaickom
paifone PJ[, a B 2021 1. 06 OTKpbITHM TOproBoro aoma lpaHa B pecmyOiuke.
IlonHnMaeTcss BOpoc O pa3BUTHE TypU3Ma, B TOM 4HUCIe Kpyu3Horo mexnay /1P u
nP.

JlarecTaHCKUM TOCYAapCTBEHHBIM YHUBEPCUTET PACHIMPSET CBSI3U C BEAYLIUMU
o0pa3oBaTeNbHBIMU U KyJIbTYpHBIMH IleHTpamu Mpana. OgHUM M3 pe3yabTaToB
3TOr0 COTPYAHMYECTBA SIBIIETCS CO3JaHMe Ha Oa3e (hakysbTeTa BOCTOKOBEICHHUS
AI'Y Lentp Upanuctuku.

B ycnoBusix HapacTtaHus aHTHUMpPAHCKOM puTopuku B AsepOaiimxane HMpan
MOJHUMAET MpobiieMy pasfenéHHbIX HaponoB Ha Kaskaze. B wupanckux CMU,
Hay4yHOM CoOOIIecTBE MOJHUMAETCS BONPOC O TMOJIOKEHUH B AsepOaiikane
aBaplieB U JIE3TWH, IPOKMBAIOIIMX B CEBEPHbIX pailoHax AszepOaiimxana. Ha
Tepputopun JlarecraHa HaxoAWTCs Jie3rTMHCKoe ceneHne Muckunmka (3500 yern.),
JKUTEIU KOTOPOIO HCIIOBEAYIOT IIMU3M. B HeM neHcTByeT 5 mMederel, MOJIOAEKb
ceneHus oTnpasisgercss B MpaH Ui moiydyeHus: oOpa3oBaHMs, B Takhe HIMUTCKUE
nenTps! (KyMm 1 Menxen).

Wpan 3aHMMaeT BecOMble MO3WLUU B PA3BUTHUH BHEIIHEIKOHOMHYECKHX CBS3E
Wurymerun, rae Ha Mpan npuxomurcs 33.8% ee skcnopra, CesepHoii Ocernn-
Anannu. Ho B CyMMapHOM BBID@KEHHHM KDYIHEHIIMM BHEIIHEIKOHOMUYECKUM
naptHepoM Mpana B CKDO snsgercs CTaBponoIbCKUI Kpau.

V. CeBepo-KaBkasckuil (enepanbHblid yHUBEpcUTeT, igory5@yandex.ru



Russian-lranian Relations and the Ukrainian Crisis: Old

Challenges, New Perspectives
Nikolay Kozhanov!

Growing degree of confrontation in the modern system of international relations
compel players form new and strengthen old alliances in order to be able to achieve
their goals. Under these circumstances, Moscow and Tehran seem to be looking
again for options to bring their relations to a new qualitative level. Past experience
taught them how to focus on those issues where they have common interests and
consider existing differences in approaches as tactical. This made it possible for
Moscow and Tehran to cooperate in Syria, reach agreement on the legal status of the
Caspian Sea and have effective dialogue on the situation in Afghanistan. At the same
time, in the absence of solid economic foundations and joint strategic vision of long-
term prospects for Russian-Iranian dialogue,such situational interaction on certain
political issues still does not allow considering these relations assustainable in the
long-run. Moreover, there are few chances to change this situation, especially
considering that traditional obstacles and limitations for the bilateral dialogue have
not gone away. However, it is also hard to deny that the current environment are
now somewhat more favorable for establishing closer relations between Moscow and
Tehran than before. Firstly, the Russian-American confrontation has entered such a
phase that the ties between Moscow and Washington cannot be expected to improve
any time soon, and, therefore, the Kremlin does not need to restrain itself with regard
to interaction with Tehran, so as not to harm relations with the West. Consequently,
Moscow already supported Iran's entry into the SCO and began to actively
undermine the US attempts to use international institutions, including the UN
Security Council, to exert pressure on Tehran on the nuclear issue. Secondly, there is
a growing understanding in Tehran that cooperation with Moscow and Beijing as
key partners is an inevitable long-term reality in which Iran will have to live. Even if
the sanctions are partially lifted in the near future, the influx of Western investors
should not be expected. Iran will be "toxic" for them for a long time, which cannot
be said about Chinese and Russian business. And finally, the Beijing factor.
Strengthening the importance of ties with China for both players allows for the
implementation of multilateral cooperation formats that make a number of economic
projects more feasible than before. Under these circumstances, it is not surprise that,
in January 2022, Raisi's visit to Moscow fulfilled the main goal - it made it clear that
despite the fact that both Russia and Iran would prefer other partners in other
conditions, here and now they will have to continue working with each other.

Keywords: Iran, Russia, past experience, new perspectives, Ukrainian Crisis

V. Research Associate Professor at the Gulf Studies Center, Qatar University
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Iran and Russia as Objects and Subjects of Western Psychological

Operations and Information Warfare
Greg Simons!

Countries in the international relations system can be divided between objects and
subjects of the prevailing system of power relations and interactions. Object actors
are manipulated and controlled by other actors for their own benefit or at least to
prevent any benefit that contradicts the perceived interests of the manipulator.
Subject actors, to lesser and greater degrees of independence, follow their own
interests and objectives, although at different levels of power intensity (superpower
or great power or lesser power) and geographical impact (local, regional and global
levels). Currently, the system of transformation of the global geopolitical hegemony
is creating increased imbalance and increased conflict in the system. The imbalance
comes from the effects of the declining unipolar US-led Western global order
towards a multipolar non-Western configuration. The increased conflict is created as
a reaction by the declining global towards their loss of power and influence, and
their attempts to prevent the relative rise of competitors and challengers to their
system of power and privilege. These processes and trends can be analysed and
predicted through a systematic informational and cognitive approach, which first of
all involves an appreciation of the realms of the human environment and existence.
Understanding the three realms of the human environment is essential to
understanding how and why certain trends and processes occur in politics and
information, especially in the context of psychological operations and information
warfare more broadly. There are three realms — physical, informational and
cognitive. The physical realm is the environment whereobjects and subjects physical
act and interact in an objective tangible sense. Whereas the information realm is
where actors, actions, events, trends and processes are subjectivelyinterpreted and
projected by various stakeholders. In the cognitive realms, the various stakeholders
make sense of the interplay between the physical realm and information realm,
together with existing experience and knowledge to consolidate or challenge their
world view, opinions and actions.

One of the concepts applied, in psychological operations and information warfare
settings is that of the Orthodoxy of Knowledge. This is intended to create cognitive
consensus through the informational realm, where a singular explanation
(interpretation) of the physical realm becomes ‘common sense’ and other
explanations (even if they are true) are excluded. It can be applied to political and
geopolitical actors, actions as well as topics of policy and discussion, the intention
being to control the flow of information around an object or subject so as to limit

V. Researcher at the Institute for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Uppsala University in Sweden and a

leading researcher at the Humanitarian Institute of Ural Federal University in Russia,
gregmons@yahoo.com



their operational choices and to free the hand of the possessor of the Orthodoxy of
Knowledge owing to presumed and projected political legitimacy and ethical
righteousness in what they do, for example, the attempts to force a renegotiation of
the JCPOA that greatly disadvantaged Iran or Russian sanctions.

The Orthodoxy of Knowledge is used as informational and cognitive support for the
US and its allies Obstructive Foreign Policy agenda, the intention of this agenda is
an attempt to obstruct potential foreign policy strengths and opportunities among
rising powers at the local, regional and global level. This is most clearly seen in the
current trade war and economic war against China, the primary economic
competition. But it can also be seen in the economic war against both Iran and
Russia as a means of attempting to reduce economic and other opportunities to
expand their power and influence through trade and diplomacy. The ultimate goal is
to limit their individual rise in power and influence and therefore, contextual logic
would indicate the US would retain an overall advantage over individual subjects of
the international system. Though this logic is likely to be a false one owing to the
significant self-inflicted damage and destruction on their own military, political,
economic and social system as liberalism takes an increasingly radical ideological
turn where short term foreign and security policy tactics destroy the basis of the
West’s strategic power and influence.

Keywords: perception management, Western information warfare, manipulation,
international relations, orthodoxy of knowledge, obstructive foreign policy
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Potential Instability and Crisis in Central Asia:

The Role of Iran and Russia

Guli Yuldasheva'

The paper is aimed to show the role and significance of Iran and Russia in
preventing instability and crisis in Central Asia. In contrast to some Western
opinions on the role of Iran and Russia as “spoilers” in the issues of Central Asian
security, the paper demonstrates that both states can be regarded as regional actors
and integrators of the region, whose resources and abilities could contribute to
modernization and comprehensive stabilization of the region. To achieve the goal,
comparative, system-strategic and statistic approaches have been used.

Keywords: Central Asia, economic development, security, instability, crisis, Iran,
Russia
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Terrorism in Central Asia and the role of Russia and Iran in the

stability of region: a case study of Kazakhstan

Zaru Utekova'

Today, terrorism has become one of the most important global problems of our time,
and therefore all countries of the world suffer from one form or another of terrorism.
In particular, almost all Central Asian countries face a significant threat of terrorism,
especially from religious extremism, including Kazakhstan.

This dissertation is devoted to the study of terrorism as a threat to national security
in Central Asia and the key characteristics of role of Russia and Iran in the anti-
terrorism policy in Central Asia, but more deeply on the example of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

Indeed, today we can say with confidence that this topic is relevant because it has an
important place on the political agenda of Russia and Iran.

Accordingly, the combating to terrorist threats requires cooperative opposition of
Russia, Iran and Kazakhstan in closer form. Therefore, this topic represents a wide
area for relevant research.

Thus, the relevance of this topic lies in the fact that terrorism as a global problem
requires the constant attention and the study, therefore, all these countries should be

ready for any scenario in modern conditions.

Keywords: Central Asia, Kazakhstan, Russia, Iran, religious extermism, terrorism.
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Representation of Russia and its foreign policy in Iranian media
Ali Ahmadi!
Seyed Mohammad Hossein Mirhashemi?

Iran-Russia relations are very important for both countries due to the different areas
of cooperation between them, and these relations have found new manifestations in
the light of recent developments in the region and the world. The way the Iranian
media deals with these relations is itself important and shows valuable points about
that. The relations between the two countries, while important, also have
complexities that itself influenced by areas of common interests and conflicting
interests of the two countries. The reflection of these complexities in the Iranian
media has led to subtleties in the way news related to Russia is represented. This
study analyze the representation of two different international events with major
Russian role-playing over the past year in ISNA news agency and Fars news agency,
as representatives of the two dominant political discourses in the country. The
research has been done by discourse analysis method and tries to reveal the
discourse components used by these media to represent the events. The news
revolves around two major subjects that have been controversial in Iran and have led
to conflicting stances. The development of the Sputnik and supply of this vaccine in
Iran, as well as the war between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Armenia over
Nagorno-Karabakh and the manner in which Russia intervened, are two central

issues that have been covered in the domestic media. This research is still ongoing.

Keywords: mass media, media representation, discourse analysis, Russia.
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Iran and Russia “Security Trilemma” in the Post-NATO

Afghanistan

Masomeh mohammadi!

Afghanistan has been one of the crucial security dilemma in modern history,
especially for the super powers. This country which in the last century has been
failed the three world superpowers - Britain, Russia and the United States - to

achieve their security goals, is now on the verge of a new historical turning point

with the withdrawal of the US and the NATO forces. Under these circumstances,
the power vacuum resulting from the withdrawal of foreign forces from
Afghanistan has turned the security situation in the country into a critical triangle
among government forces, the Taliban, the ISIS and other fundamentalist Salafi
groups. This has put Afghanistan's neighboring countries, especially Iran, Russia,
and China, in a security trilemma of threatening situations, also opportunity in
the postwar period. Adopting descriptive-analytical methods, this study aims at
elucidating the security challenges and future opportunities facing Iran and
Russia after managing the future crisis in Afghanistan in post-NATO area with

existing turmoil, civil war and re-empowerment of the Taliban.

Keywords: Afghanistan, NATO, Iran, Russia, U.S, Taliban.
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The Impact of the Syrian Crisis on the Russia-Iran Relationship

Velikhan S. Mirzekhanov'
Zahra Ghiasi?

With the breakout of Arab Spring in the Middle East and North Africa in 2010, the
stability of the two regions was threatened, and emerging risks transformed the
Middle East order along with political and ideological groupings. At first, different
countries reacted to the protests with confusion and attempts at exact evaluation of
the transformations. With the spread of protest throughout the two regions and the
formation of various terrorist groups, the interests of many countries in the region
and beyond was threatened.

Syria was one of the countries whose stability has been affected the most by the
crisis. The protests in Syria were accompanied by foreign intervention and the strong
and constant presence of terrorist groups. The first protests commenced in March
2011, in the city of Daraa, located near the Jordan border.

The protests gradually grew violent, and, with the formation of the Free Syrian
Army, the conflict between the opposition’s troops and Bashar al-Assad's
government in Damascus escalated. The formation of radical groups such as the
Mujahedeen Army, Al-Nusra Front, ISIS, organizationally connected with Al-Qaeda
and sharing a common ideology with it, on the one hand, and the interference of
regional and international powers, on the other hand, made the crisis more
complicated and caused terrible consequences. According to the United Nations,
400,000 people have been killed, more than 500,000 injured, and about 7 million
displaced since the start of the terrorist war in Syria. Almost 70% of the Syrian
industry was destroyed and more than two million houses belonging to Syrian
civilians were ruined or seriously damaged.

The main reason for the permanency of the crisis was the existence and regular
emergence of conflicting interests and different perspectives among players on the
internal scene. International players became involved in the conflict, too. Among the
countries that have opposed the Syrian government were the United States, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkey whereas Iran, Russia, and China were among those that have
supported Assad's government.

Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the author seeks to answer the following
question: How is the breakout of the Syrian crisis going to affect Russia-lran
relations? Given that from the onset of the Syrian crisis, Iran and Russia have had
shared interests and goals and faced similar threats, one is witnessing a greater
convergence between the two countries in the Middle East issues since the collapse
of the Soviet Union. For the first time since the beginning of the 21% century, the
crisis puts both Iran and Russia on the same side of the barricade in this recent crisis
in the Middle East.

Since the ongoing crisis in Syria has become more dangerous, the president of
Syria Bashar al-Assad invited both Iran and Russia to support his government

V. Professor of the Department of Foreign Regional Studies and Foreign Policy, Russian State

University for Humanities
Y. Ph.D. Student of History of International Relations, Russian State University for Humanities,
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against armed opposition and terrorist groups, and also, to find a political solution to
the crisis to end it. That prompted active political and security collaboration between
Iran and Russia.

At the same time, both Iran and Russia have their own goals and interests that
determined their participation in the conflict. The two countries have grown closer
while dealing with similar or shared strategic problems (for example, the necessity to
resist the influence of the West, particularly that of the United States). Through
tactical and cross-sectional support for the Bashar al-Assad government and fighting
against terrorist groups, especially after ISIS took control of most of Syria, they
managed to form a coalition in the area. It should be noted that Syria has been the
sole remaining partner of Russia since the collapse of the Soviet Union and the only
strategic ally of Iran in the Middle East. To be sure, the loss of Syria to the West or
terrorist groups will create geopolitical, security, economic, and other problems for
both Iran and Russia.

Before the crisis broke out, Iran and Russia were experiencing ups and downs in
their political relationship since the downfall of the Soviet Union. In the early 1990s,
for example, under the influence of Washington and through its interventions
westernization was dominant in the foreign policy of Russia. Due to bitter
experiences in the relationship between them, mistrust and mutually negative
attitudes abounded in Russia-Iran relations. However, with Vladimir Putin’s
administration pursuing multilateralism and multipolarity in international relations,
with Russian officials and elites' focus on the ideology of Eurasianism, and the
adoption by the Russian government of the ‘Look to the East’ policy, the
relationship between the two counties gradually improved. On the one hand, since
the breakout of conflicts in Ukraine, Crimea, and Syria, there has been a major clash
of interests between Russia and the West at both national and security levels which
led to increased tensions. On the other hand, thanks to the ‘Look to the East’ policy,
Iran, being a country independent of the West, has doubled its influence in the
Middle East. The crisis in Syria can be seen as the turning point in the relationship
between the two countries during this period

However, it should be noted that the structure of the system of international
relations does not always allow the governments to preserve their partnerships and
continue strategic either bilateral or multilateral cooperation forever. Since, being
parties in an anarchic system, governments always strive to safeguard their national
interests and increase their power and authority, the cooperation will only continue
as long as it serves these two purposes. It also should be taken into account that
Russian interests in the Middle East do differ in some aspects from those of Iran.
Russia seeks mutual understanding to establish constructive relations with all
countries of the region, including Israel, with which Iran has tense relations.

As a result, the alliance of the two countries in the Syrian crisis not only resulted
in the first good military and operational experience but also revived Russia‘s
prestige in the Middle East and increased Iran's influence in this region. The method
in this paper is descriptive-analytical.

Keywords: Arab Spring, common interests, Iran, national interests, Russia, Syrian
crisis.
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Russia’s Military Diplomacy in West Asia
Reza Ekhtiari Amiri!

Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the new state, called the Russian
Federation, endeavored to utilize different tolls to enhance its position in
international system. Accordingly, despite modern Russia’s constrained resources,
its foreign policy has long operated on a global scale. And one key area of this
worldwide remit is increasingly West Asia, where military agreements and
cooperation are again driving the diplomatic outreach. Thus, the past several years
saw several new initiatives designed to upgrade Russia’s military presence in various
West Asian countries. With regard to Moscow's military undertakings and activities,
main question of the research is how does military diplomacy help Russia to advance
its national interests in West Asia? The hypothesis is that Russia through some
initiatives such as arm sale, information cooperation, implementing tactical military
operations, enhancing the military personnel, conducting common military exercises
with regional countries, sending armament aids, military specialists and also
consultants has tried long-term entry into and influence over governments across the
West Asia. Indeed, Moscow exploits the leverage provided by military diplomacy in
order to build close ties with regional states. The pattern strongly suggests that the
ultimate aim for Moscow is to obtain foreign policy goals in the region and also
present itself as an influential actor in international arena. Russia’s West Asia policy
is not primarily guided by the quest for raw materials or foreign markets but national
security strategy and global prestigious. The research method is analytical-
explanatory and data will be collected through internet and library resources.

Keywords: Russia, West Asia, military diplomacy, national interests, foreign policy.
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